
WEST COAST INLAND NAVIGATION DISTRICT 
BOARD MEETING 

MINUTES OF MAY 26, 2000 
ROBERT L. ANDERSON ADMINISTRATION CENTER, VENICE, FL 

 
 

 
COMMISSIONERS PRESENT:  Joe McClash, Vice-Chairman 
      Nora Patterson, Treasurer 
      Adam Cummings, Charlotte County 
 
COMMISSIONERS ABSENT:  Ray Judah, Chairman 
      Donald Coppola, Secretary 
 
STAFF PRESENT:    Charles W. Listowski, Executive Director 
      Philip E. Perrey, Counsel 
 
 
Vice-Chairman McClash opened the meeting at 10:35 a.m.  Commissioner Judah was absent due 
to a medical problem.   Commissioner Coppola arrived at 10:37 a.m. and dismissed 
Commissioner Cummings. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
Several people expressed interest in addressing the Board during the Stump Pass item on the 
Administrative Agenda. 
 
 
DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION’S COMMENTS – Staff report 
deferred to item #5 under Administrative Agenda. 
 
 
U. S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS’ COMMENTS – Mr. Don Fore referenced a May 
meeting with Commission Patterson and other County officials from both Charlotte and Sarasota 
Counties, and included WCIND Executive Director and Legal Counsel.  Discussions were 
pertinent to Section 1135 and conditions at Midnight Pass and Stump Pass.  Mr. Fore reported to 
the Board the imminent completion of GIS products describing the bathymetry and other 
waterway conditions.  He offered sample viewing from a computer after the meeting.  Mr. Fore 
reported current status of the maintenance dredging events associated with New Pass and with 
Longboat Pass and mentioned Commissioner Patterson’s request for a public meeting relative to 
the future alignment of the New Pass federal channel.  Commissioner Patterson suggested an 
enhanced public notification process regarding New Pass and Longboat Pass projects, especially 
focusing on residents located in close proximity to the project boundaries.  Commissioner 
McClash directed Mr. Listowski to follow up on the resident contacts and assist the Corps of 
Engineers in the public notice process. 
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CONSENT AGENDA – Commissioner Patterson pulled the minutes of March 17, 2000 for 
discussion.  Commissioner Patterson motioned to approve invoices and Treasurer’s Reports, 
seconded by Commissioner Coppola, motion approved unanimously.  Commissioner Patterson 
offered the following amendments to the Minutes:  page 1, first paragraph, the sentence 
beginning with “Commissioner Patterson does not want to . . .” should read “Commissioner 
Patterson does not want to go ahead with a feasibility study not knowing if the residents on 
Manasota Key would like to help pay for the beach renourishment program.”  On page 3, 
Commissioner Patterson requests striking the word “archaic” from #4 of the Administrative 
Agenda describing the Blackburn Point Bridge.  Commissioner Patterson motioned to approve 
the Minutes as amended, and Commissioner Coppola seconded, motion approved unanimously.   
 
ADMINISTRATIVE AGENDA  
 
1. Report on Legislative Session and Associated Actions - Counsel Perrey reported the 
passage by both the House and Senate of House Bill 1005.  This Bill will be signed by the 
Governor imminently and become law, thereby giving State consideration to coastal projects 
involving sand management and the ability of the District to participate in projects involving the 
placement of sand on eroded beaches that is derived from clogged inlets.  Counsel Perrey alluded 
to the need for more refinements in the DEP policy on cooperative funding on beach projects that 
involve navigation improvements.  Commissioner McClash stated that this development in law 
could assist in the future management of Stump Pass.  Commissioner McClash lauded Counsel 
Perrey’s efforts in the legislative arena regarding this issue, as funding is directly linked to 
successful coordination and collaboration between the legal and administrative issues involving 
the State. 
 
2.  Presentation of the Stump Pass Inlet Study and Other Issues - Charlotte County 
Commission Chairman, Mac Horton, commented on the Stump Pass issue.  Commissioner 
Horton referenced a Charlotte County workshop conducted to focus all of the related topics, i.e., 
funding, alignment, etc., and introduced the presenters including County Staff and the fact that 
two other sitting County Commissioners from Charlotte County were in attendance.  
Commissioner Horton also suggested that strong WCIND support would be a requirement for 
successful management of Stump Pass.   
 
Mr. Chuck Walter, Engineer for Charlotte County Stormwater Utility, made a presentation of the 
preliminary Stump Pass Inlet Management Study.  The results of the Inlet Management Study 
appear to point to three alternatives for the successful function of Stump Pass.  Alternative #2 is 
being recommended at this point as preferred and would generate approximately 400,000 cubic 
yards of material that could be utilized for beach renourishment.  This alternative would require 
dredging through the existing shoaled “spit” of Manasota Key that has migrated to the south, in 
order to achieve an alignment similar to the 1980 open Stump Pass.   
 
Michael Poff, Charlotte County’s consultant from Coastal Engineering Consultants in Naples, 
made a comprehensive presentation to the Board mentioning that the final draft of the Inlet 
Management Study will be complete in July of this year and submitted to the DEP for approval.  
Charlotte County also plans to perform another “interim dredge” of Stump Pass in the late fall of 
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the year 2000.  Mr. Poff also mentioned the DEP strategic beach management plan to be 
presented locally in Sarasota and Fort Myers the last week of May 2000.  Commissioner 
McClash posed questions to Mr. Poff relative to the timing and scheduling of the various 
dredging scenarios and referenced alternative #1 versus alternative #2, and the costs and timing 
of both.  Commissioner Patterson posed a question relating to the costs versus benefit associated 
with alternatives #1 and #2, and also questioned the relationship between the Inlet Management 
Study and the proposed feasibility study focusing on the Manasota Key area.  Commissioner 
McClash cautioned the Board regarding the applicability of the “feasibility study,” proposed by 
the DEP, within the context of WCIND statutes.  Commissioner McClash suggested that the Inlet 
Management Study could provide the foundation for an application for funding from the Beach 
Erosion Control Program.  Mr. Poff agreed that the Inlet Management Study could provide 
enough basis for a funding application.  Commissioner Patterson again questioned the use of the 
Inlet Management Study as basis for a funding application, and it was reaffirmed that the Inlet 
Management Study could provide enough required information for a funding application.  After 
much discussion between the WCIND Board members and Charlotte County Staff, 
Commissioner Coppola requested a breakdown and costs for beachfront involving a public 
versus private beach scenario.  Commissioner McClash asked for a total cost associated with 
beach renourishment from the location of the terminus of the Venice beach project south to the 
Charlotte County critically eroded beach terminus.   
 
Mr. Ed Goscicki, Sarasota County Director of Environmental Services, addressed the Board 
relative to the importance of the “feasibility study” as a means to access State funding for beach 
management/renourishment activities.   
 
Additional discussion ensued regarding project balances and the interim dredging project as 
proposed for fall 2000.  Commissioner McClash gave direction to Staff to bring back for the July 
meeting a comprehensive outline of:  funding scenarios, and the relationship of the overall 
project dimensions that have been suggested by the Inlet Management Study.  Commissioner 
Horton addressed the Board with a clarification that the funding for the next interim dredge 
project is unchanged, to date.  Commissioner Horton also reiterated his understanding of the 
importance of the State required “feasibility study” as a requirement for State funding.   
 
Commissioner McClash structured a motion to direct Staff to do the following:  1) bring back a 
cost estimate of a total beach renourishment project including an area beginning south of the 
Venice Beach federal project south to an area inclusive of Stump Pass in Charlotte County; 2) 
the navigational benefit from the feasibility study; 3) the miles of affected beach in Sarasota 
County and Charlotte County; and 4) the specific beach renourishment locations relative to the 
three alternatives in the Stump Pass Inlet Management Study.  Motion by Commissioner 
Patterson to direct Mr. Listowski to pursue coordinative discussions with both Sarasota and 
Charlotte County Staffs in keeping with the four-pronged directive outlined by Commissioner 
McClash.  Mr. Listowski suggested to Chairman McClash that he be also allowed to include 
discussions regarding BECP funding through the FDEP along with the County Staff 
coordination.  Commissioner Coppola seconded the motion and it was approved unanimously. 
 
Charlotte County Commissioner, Adam Cummings, then addressed the Board regarding the 1997 
approval of funding for the Manasota Key “feasibility study” to include Stump Pass.  His 
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comments involved the fact that WCIND has already approved this funding for this project.  
Commissioner McClash proposed to also include an analysis of the impact that a “feasibility 
study” would have on the ranking for State funding, and also include the impacts to a 
renourishment project, which includes federal involvement, i.e., USACOE.   
 
Mr. Larry Evans addressed the Board as a lifetime resident of the Lemon Bay area.  He offered 
his concerns regarding the Stump Pass conditions.  Mr. Don Platt also addressed the Board 
regarding deteriorating conditions on Lemon Bay and the relationship to the construction of the 
ICW and the function of Stump Pass.  Mr. Van Hubbard, a licensed charter fisher captain, 
addressed the Board regarding deteriorated conditions in Lemon Bay and requesting the Board’s 
assistance in stabilizing Stump Pass.  Mr. Charlie Garcia, a licensed marine contractor, expressed 
his concern to the Board regarding the implementation of a study that would not be 
implemented; therefore, he expressed a negative comment about the DEP feasibility study of 
Stump Pass.  Mr. Don Fore of the ACOE suggested the possibility of federal involvement in 
analyzing conditions in Lemon Bay, including conditions at Stump Pass.  The Section 111 
Program and 1135 Program have potential application in the area of Lemon Bay and Stump Pass 
if requested by local governments.   
 
Motion by Commissioner Patterson to have Mr. Listowski draft a letter to the U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers on behalf of Sarasota County and Charlotte County to initiate a Section 111 study 
of Lemon Bay and surrounding waters, including Stump Pass.  Further, Commissioner Patterson 
moved to have the letter drafted by Mr. Listowski contingent upon receiving letters from 
Sarasota County and Charlotte County requesting his assistance.  Motion was seconded by 
Commissioner Coppola and approved unanimously.   
 
Mr. Kiper Dill requested clarification from the Board that Mr. Listowski will be working with 
State of Florida DEP officials, as well as County officials, relative to coastal issues.  Mr. Dill 
also mentioned the need to invite DEP officials with as much advanced timing as possible and 
also advised the Board of his exposure to FEMA involvement in erosion issues. 
 
Commissioner Patterson commented about the possible involvement of the Charlotte Harbor 
National Estuary Program as a quality resource in making important comments about the value 
of the District’s initiatives in Lemon Bay.  Commissioner Coppola reflected on the population 
growth in Charlotte County as a contributing factor to the conditions surrounding Lemon Bay.  
Commissioner Patterson made a motion to request peer-type review of District initiatives 
involving Lemon Bay from the Charlotte Harbor National Estuary Program with a focus on 
Stump Pass function and the Inlet Management Study. Seconded by Commissioner Coppola. 
Motion approved unanimously. 
 
3.  Linear Park Update – Mr. Listowski explained the current activities involving the Linear 
Park as they affect WCIND lands.  Counsel Perrey explained the essence of a Consent to Use 
Agreement using the USACOE Consent Agreement as a model for two properties on Venice 
Island.  Staff recommendation is to approve a Consent to Use Agreement to traverse a 50-foot 
wide easement and a 4-acre parcel adjacent to the ICW for the purposes of “Linear Park.”  
Motion by Commissioner Patterson to approve said Consent to Use Agreement between WCIND 
and the City of Venice.  Seconded by Commissioner Coppola, motion approved unanimously.  
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Commissioner Patterson thanked Mr. Listowski and Counsel Perrey for their efforts in regard to 
this agreement.  Pat Collins, City Engineer, also thanked Mr. Listowski and Counsel Perrey for 
facilitating this agreement. 
 
4.  Section 1135 Program – Mr. Listowski reported to the Board that the Section 1135 Program 
is on track to begin construction in the fall of 2002.  This project involves habitat restoration to 
four spoil area islands in the Sarasota Bay and Venice area. 
 
5.  State of Florida Beach Erosion Control Program – Mr. Listowski reported again to the 
Board of the recent correspondence between the FDEP Division of Beaches and Coastal Systems 
involving the applicability of State funds to areas including inlets, and WCIND’s ability to 
cooperatively fund these projects. 
 
6.  Preliminary Review of County Funding Requests for FY00-01 – Mr. Listowski reported to 
the Board preliminary funding requests from the member counties.  To date, requests from Lee 
County have been $750,000; Charlotte County - $300,000; Sarasota County - $600,000; and 
Manatee County - $410,000.  These figures will be used in the formulation of the final budget 
with presentation at the July 2000 meeting. 
 
7.  Governor’s Council Award – Sustainable Florida – Mr. Listowski reported on the recent 
award presented to Florida Sea Grant, in partnership with the WCIND, regarding waterway 
management in Southwest Florida.   
 
 
COMMISSIONERS’ ITEMS  - None 
 
 
WCIND COUNSEL’S REPORT – Counsel Perrey reported on his progress in obtaining 
easements for the next dredging of Longboat Pass.  Counsel Perrey also described the next rule-
making initiative relative to receiving a general permit from the State for small scale dredging 
projects. 
 
 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT – Mr. Listowski reported to the Board a web site 
dedicated to the subject of dredging and also reminded the Board of two public workshops 
regarding the State’s new strategic beach management plan to be held the week of May 29.   
 
 
NEXT MEETING DATE AND TIME - Friday, July 21, 2000 in Venice, FL at 10:30 a.m. 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT – 1:30 p.m. 
 
 


