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Chairman Judah opened the Final Public Hearing on the 1999-2000 Budget at 5:01 p.m.   
Commissioners Judah, McClash, Coppola, and Shannon Staub (Sarasota County 
Alternate) were present. 
 
The Chairman announced the final millage rate of .04 mill.  He publicly announced that 
the percentage increase in property taxes finally proposed is 3.90%.   
 
Mr. Listowski, Executive Director, was asked to discuss the specific purposes for which 
ad valorem tax revenues are being increased.  He noted that there is no increase in 
millage over the present year.  We will be able to enhance our reserves by about 
$200,000 and to institute a second year of the federal/state cost sharing sub-fund which 
will allow us to participate with the Corps of Engineers and the DEP on coastal 
improvement projects.  We will be able to institute two regional cooperative assistance 
projects, one with the Regional Planning Council and the other with the Florida Sea 
Grant Program. 
 
The public was granted the opportunity to comment.  No one chose to speak. 
 
Commissioner McClash moved and Commissioner Coppola seconded to adopt the final 
millage rate for FY 1999-2000 of .04 mill.  Mr. Listowski was asked to brief the Sarasota 
County Commission as to the plans for funding the restoration of Snake Island in Venice 
by the Corps of Engineers.  He said the Corps presently has a consultant engaged to look 
at other parcels in Sarasota County that are proposed by the Sarasota Bay N.E.P. and are 
funded in a local sponsorship capacity by WCIND.  Also, a consultant from Tampa is 
being paid for entirely by the Corps to look at conditions on several islands.  He 
requested that Snake Island be added to the list.  Does the Board wish a separate analysis 
by WCIND of Snake Island?  The consultants will make a systematic report to all 
counties involved.  Commissioner Staub will take this information back to the Sarasota 
County Board.  Mr. Listowski will still be involved as the local sponsor in the formal 
presentation by all the various parties and as part of the broader committee format.   
 
Mr. Listowski clarified for Commissioner Staub that Snake Island and Skiers Island are 
WCIND properties and stressed that WCIND serves the wishes of all four counties.  He 
wished he had been involved in some of the preliminary public comment associated with 
the overall restoration project.  WCIND can support the restoration of Snake Island and 
retain ownership, or restore Snake Island and transfer ownership to Sarasota County, or 
the island could be removed as it has eroded from 7 acres to 1-½ acres.  Commissioner 
Staub volunteered to make a presentation to her county BCC and will recommend that 
Mr. Listowski be kept informed at every step of the process and be invited to all 
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meetings.  Mr. Listowski reminded the Board that Snake Island has an archaeology 
history going back 3,000 years. 
 
The motion on the floor to adopt the final millage rate of .04 mill was passed 
unanimously. 
 
Commissioner McClash moved and Commissioner Staub seconded to adopt the final 
budget with projected funds available of $3,164,800 and total expenditures of 
$3,343,268.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
The Chairman named the West Coast Inland Navigation District as the taxing authority 
named in the millage levy resolution.  He announced the rolled-back rate for FY1999-
2000 is .0385 mill and the final millage rate is .04 mill.  The percentage increase of the 
final millage rate over the rolled-back rate is 3.90%.  Commissioner Staub moved to 
adopt the millage levy resolution.  Commissioner Coppola seconded.  Motion passed 
unanimously. 
 
Motion to adjourn at 5:35 p.m. was passed unanimously. 
 
 


